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Are Australians Building Back Better After The Black Summer

Fires?

Exploring socio-economic and spatial variations in Australia’s bushfire
resiffence using night-time light data.

ebimar Topic:

#Thiz study examines how the Black Summer fire affected Australian
Scommunifies are recovering afier 3 year since the fires ravaged
through large areas of New South Wales and Victoria with
sxtraordinary intensity and extent. Using night-time fight (MTL) as an
ator of economic and social activity in a geographic area (mesh
), | compare monthly night-time radiance score obfained from
wanitie Wisible Infrared Imaping Radiometer Suite (VIIRS) instrument in
bushfire affected and unaffected communities of Mew South Wales
and Victoria during the penod of 2018-2021. The findings reveal a
significant drop in the radiance score among affected communiies after the Black Summer fires. This
implies that, on awerage, economic and social activities in the Black Summer fire affected aress hawve
significantly declined compared to the unaffected communities. A large degree of heterogensity in night-
time radiance change is observed across spatial and socio-economic groups. Socic-sconomically
disadvantage communifies, on average, appear to be on a slower resilience trajeciony relatve fo soco-
economically advantaged communities. Fire affected communifies bocated in major cities and inner regions
exhibit a higher degree of resiliznce to bushfire relative to communities who Bve in outer regional and remote
areas.

Our Speaker:
Sonia Akfer is Assistant Professor af the Lee Kuan Yew (LK) School of Publid
Policy at the Mational University of Singapore. Her research is situated on the
nexus of agnculure, environment and developrment in the Asia-Pacific region
She has worked exdensively on agriculiure and food policy, natural disaste
and women's empowerment in South and Southeast Asia. She is presently 3

Australian Journal of Agricultwral and Resource Economics (AJARE]). She
gradusted with a PhD in Environmental Management and Development e
the Awusiralian Mational University in 2010, and holds a M5 degree in
Econormics from York University, Canada.

When: Wednesday 3 Movemnber 2021, 1:00pm AEDT
{10:00am 55T & AWST; 12:00pm AEST; 12:30pm ACDT; 3:00pm NZOT)
Where: Register via GoToWebinar

Who can attend: Everyone (members and non members)

What you need to do:

After registering, you will recene a confirmation email containing information abouwt joining the webinar. You

can then test j'I:IIJr computer audio and connection. If all checks out, use the same link to login at the
Any problems with regisiering ring Rod Molnnes, AARES Webinar Co-ordinator on 0404
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